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HOUSE BI LL 1963

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Koster, Dunshee, O Brien, Anderson, G Chandler
Sunp, Dunn, B. Chandler and Milliken

Read first tinme 02/12/1999. Referred to Commttee on Local Governnent.

AN ACT Relating to flood plain managenent; and anending RCW
86. 16. 041.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWB86.16.041 and 1989 ¢ 64 s 4 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) Beginning July 26, 1987, every county and i ncorporated city and
town shall submt to the departnent of ecology any new flood plain
managenent ordinance or anmendnent to any existing flood plain
managenent ordi nance. Such ordi nance or anendnent shall take effect
thirty days from filing wth the departnment unless the departnent
di sapproves such ordi nance or anendnent within that tinme period.

(2) The departnent may disapprove any ordinance or anmendnent
submtted to it under subsection (1) of this section if it finds that
an ordi nance or anendnent does not conply with any of the foll ow ng:

(a) Restriction of |and uses within designated floodways incl uding
the prohibition of construction or reconstruction of residential
structures except for: (i) Repairs, reconstruction, or inprovenents to
a structure which do not increase the ground floor area; and (ii)
repairs, reconstruction, or inprovenents to a structure the cost of
whi ch does not exceed fifty percent of the market value of the
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structure either, (A) before the repair, reconstruction, or repair is
started, or (B) if the structure has been damaged, and is being
restored, before the damage occurred. Wrk done on structures to
conply with existing health, sanitary, or safety codes or to structures
identified as historic places shall not be included in the fifty
percent determ nation. However, the floodway prohibition in this
subsection does not apply to existing farmhouses in designated

fl oodways that neet the provisions of subsection (3) of this section.

For the purposes of this section, "farmhouse" neans a single famly

dwelling necessary to the operation of a comercial farm engaged in

agricul ture where the occupants of the dwelling derive their principal

livelihood fromthe farmsite upon which the farnmhouse is |ocated;

(b) The mnimm requirenents of the national flood insurance
program and

(c) The mninum state requirenents adopted pursuant to RCW
86.16.031(8) that are applicable to the particular county, city, or
t own.

(3) Repairs, reconstruction, replacenent, or inprovenents to
exi sting farnmhouse structures | ocated i n desi gnated fl oodways and whi ch

are located on lands designated as agricultural |ands of |ong-term

commercial significance under RCW 36.70A.170 as identified by a

particular county, city, or town’s growh managenent act conprehensi ve

plan shall be permtted subject to the foll ow ng:

(a) The new farmhouse is a replacenent for an existing farnhouse on
the sane farmsite;

(b) There is no potential building site for a repl acenent farnhouse
on the sane farmoutside the designated fl oodway:

(c) Repairs, reconstruction, or inprovenents to a farnmhouse shal
not increase the total square footage of encroachnent of the existing

f ar mthouse:;

(d) A replacenent farnmhouse shall not exceed the total sqguare
f oot age of encroachnent of the structure it is replacing;

(e) A farnmhouse being replaced shall be renpved, in its entirety,
including foundation, from the floodway within ninety days after

occupancy of a new farnhouse;

(f) For substantial inprovenents, and replacenent farnhouses, the
elevation of the lowest floor of the inmprovenent and farmhouse

respectively, including basenent, is one foot higher than the base

fl ood el evati on;
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(g) New and replacenent water supply systens are designed to
elimnate or mnimze infiltration of flood waters into the system

(h) New and repl acenent sanitary sewerage systens are desi gned and
|ocated to elimnate or mnimze infiltration of flood water into the
system and di scharge fromthe systeminto the flood waters; and

(i) Al other utilities and connections to public utilities are
designed, constructed, and located to elimnate or mnimze flood

damage._

--- END ---
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